BOOK THE FIRST
THE KINDLING OF THE FIRE
"A fire, that is kindled, begins with smoke and hissing^ while
it lays hold on the faggots"
IN the year 1455 of Restored Salvation, Christendom wag
in a parlous way. The Muslim Infidel swarmed from the
dark Orient, sworn to plant the Crescent on the ruin of the
Cross. In resisting encroachment, King Wladislaw of Hun-
gary and the Apostolic Legate, the Most Illustrious1 Lord
Gitdiano Cesarini, Cardinal-Bishop of Tusculum, a Roman
of Rome, and scion of a most splendid family,2 had laid
down life at the Battle of Varna. After three and fifty
days of siege, Constantinople fell to the Great Turk, the
Sultan Muhammed II. loannes Palaiologos, "King and
Autocrat of the Romans," was dead; and his successor
Konstantinos Dragases XIII, the last Christian Emperor of
the East, was slain in defence of his capital. By the fall of
the great Byzantine Empire, the bulwarks of Christen-
dom were broken down; the Infidel was raiding on her
borders. Alone, with no ally, Jan Hunniades desperately
defended Hungary's frontier. The Powers of Europe oc-
cupied themselves with less important matters.
At this time, Rome was the eye, and the brain, of the
1 The epithet Most Eminent (Eminentissimo) was granted to car-
dinals by the Lord Urban P.P. VIII, 1630. Prior to that, they were
styled Most Illustrious (Illustrissimo); or, in the case of the Cardi-
nal-Dean and Cardinal Nephews, Most Honourable and Most Wor-
shipful (Osservaiitissimo, Colendissimo).
2 They claim descent from the Gens Julia, Their armorials show
the Bear (Orsini) chained to the,Column (Colonna) with the Im*
perial Eagle displayed in chief.